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china can boast a history of art lasting 5 000 years and embracing a huge diversity of images and objects jade tablets painted silk

handscrolls and fans ink and lacquer painting porcelain ware sculptures and calligraphy they range in scale from the vast terracotta

army with its 7 000or so life size figures to the exquisitely delicate writing of fourth century masters such as wang xizhin and his

teacher lady wei but this rich tradition has not until now been fully appreciated in the west where scholars have focused their attention

on sculpture downplaying art more highlyprized by the chinese themselves such as calligraphy art in china marks a breakthrough in

the study of the subject drawing on recent innovative scholarship and on newly accessible studies in china itself craig clunas surveys

the full spectrum of the visual arts in china he ranges from the neolithic period to the art scene of the 1980s and 1990s examining art

in a variety of contexts as it has been designed for tombs commissioned by rulers displayed in temples created for the men and

women of the educated ilite and bought and sold in the marketplace many of the objects illustrated in this book have previously been

known only to a fewspecialists and will be totally new to a general audience

china art modernity provides a critical introduction to modern and contemporary chinese art as a whole it illuminates what is

distinctive and significant about the rich range of art created during the tumultuous period of chinese history from the end of imperial
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rule to the present day the story of chinese art in the twentieth and twenty first centuries is shown to be deeply intertwined with that of

the country s broader socio political development with art serving both as a tool for the creation of a new national culture and as a

means for critiquing the forms that culture has taken the book s approach is inclusive in addition to treating art within the chinese

mainland itself during the republican and communist eras for instance it also looks at the art of colonial hong kong taiwan and the

chinese diaspora similarly it gives equal prominence to artists employing tools and idioms of indigenous chinese origin and those who

engage with international styles and contemporary media in this way it writes china into the global story of modern art as a whole at a

moment in intellectual history when western centred stories of modern and contemporary culture are finally being recognized as

parochial and inadequate assuming no previous background knowledge of chinese history and culture this concise yet comprehensive

and richly illustrated book will appeal to those who already have an established interest in modern chinese art and those for whom this

is a novel topic it will be of particular value to students of chinese art or modern art in general but it is also for those in the wider

reading public with a curiosity about modern china at a time when that country has become a major actor on the world stage in all

sorts of ways accessible sources of information concerning its modern visual culture are nevertheless surprisingly scarce as a

consequence a fully nuanced picture of china s place in the modern world remains elusive china art modernity is a timely remedy for

that situation here is a book that offers a comprehensive account of the dizzying transformations of chinese art and society in the

twentieth and twenty first centuries breaking free of conventional dichotomies between traditional and modern chinese and western

that have hobbled earlier studies clarke s highly original book is exactly what i would assign my own students anyone eager to

understand developments in china within the global history of modern art should read this book robert e harrist jr columbia university

clarke s book presents a critically astute mapping of the arts of modern and contemporary china it highlights the significance of urban

and industrial contexts migration diasporas and the margins of the mainland while imaginatively seeking to inscribe its subject into the

broader story of modern art a timely and reliable intervention and indispensable for the student and non specialist reader shane

mccausland soas university of london

the late twentieth century has been marked by momentous political economic and social change throughout the chinese world deeply

rooted cultural assumptions and ancient visual traditions have been challenged by rapid modernization and conflicting global ethnic

and local identities inside out new chinese art was the first major international exhibition to explore the impact of these challenges on

artists  in  the  people  s  republic  of  china hong kong taiwan and those of  the  1980s diaspora  the  multifaceted exhibition and

accompanying catalog encompass an extensive range of artistic forms including installation video and performance art as well as more

traditional media such as oils and ink the art is grouped according to themes some specific to regions and others that reflect

widespread and overlapping trends with the inclusion of ambiguous territories like hong kong and taiwan the exhibition opens up a

perspective of modern chinese art from the outside as well as a looking out from the inside the catalog features essays by eminent

chinese art scholars and curators along with leading curators and historians of western art together they promote chinese art s rightful

place in the contemporary global cultural arena and at the same time acknowledge the influence of its rich heritage the diversity and

freshness  of  the exhibition reflects  the explosion of  creativity  among chinese artists  during the past  decade the ironic  social
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commentary of li shan s the rouge series no 24 the apartment art of artists reacting against the traditional patronage of large museums

and corporations and wang jin s sly humor in portraying consumer fetishes in today s china are a few examples of the spirited artistry

awaiting the viewers of inside out

this visually stunning book focuses on the rebirth of chinese art in the twentieth century under the influence of western art and culture

sullivan discusses artists and their work against china s background of oppression and relaxation despair and hope

from the neolithic to the avant garde and through all the brilliant centuries in between michael sullivan s introduction to chinese art

history is the classic in its field unsurpassed in its clarity balance and sure grasp of the subject whether for the classroom student or

the casual reader its remarkable range and elegant style make this book a wonderful way for anyone to begin learning about chinese

art jerome silbergeld princeton university i have used sullivan s arts of china in my class for thirty years no other historian of chinese

art today commands such a wide range of knowledge as michael sullivan richard barnhart yale university editor of three thousand

years of chinese painting after more than forty years since its first publication michael sullivan s arts of china now in its fifth edition

remains the most concise yet most comprehensive introduction to the history of chinese art to students and the public wu hung harrie a

vanderstappen distinguished service professor university of chicago michael sullivan is the acknowledged dean of modern chinese art

studies and any work bearing his name guarantees both a high level of quality and a wide readership maxwell k hearn metropolitan

museum of art

with over 630 striking color photos and illustrations this chinese art guide focuses on the rich tapestry of symbolism which makes up

the basis of traditional chinese art chinese art a guide to motifs and visual imagery includes detailed commentary and historical

background information for the images that continuously reappear in the arts of china including specific plants and animals religious

beings mortals and inanimate objects the book thoroughly illuminates the origins common usages and diverse applications of popular

chinese symbols in a tone that is both engaging and authoritative chinese art a guide to motifs and visual imagery is an essential

reference for collectors museum goers guides students and anyone else with a serious interest in the culture and history of china

the art of chinese brush painting is an excellent way for newcomers to experience this ancient chinese art form the book introduces

traditional chinese ink painting techniques developed over a thousand years ago in 35 simple and intermediate lessons readers will

learn to paint towering landscapes the elegant four generals bamboo orchid plum blossom and chrysanthemum rugged steadfast pine

animals from the chinese zodiac and basic strokes used in chinese calligraphy to better understand the soft martial art the book

includes an introduction to the chinese ink painting tradition and detailed discussion of brushes paper and other tools and accessories

the lessons are instructive for artists at any level of expertise but are directed to the dedicated beginner

china has a rich artistic tradition extending back thousands of years art and architecture of china surveys the art treasures of this

vibrant civilization from ancient and imperial china to today s people s republic the arts of each era are interpreted in the context of
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the life culture and politics of that era offering insights to their meaning and showing how china s artistic output has reflected the

development of chinese society and thought art forms studied include ancient bronze ritual vessels and jade the three perfections

calligraphy poetry and brush painting ceramics and porcelain sculpture decorative and folk art and modern western influenced painting

traditional chinese architecture and town planning is also explored revealing key technologies and design principles in addition today s

interplay between traditional architecture and cutting edge modernism is examined

michael sullivan s chinese art in the twentieth century offers a profound and nuanced exploration of modern chinese art s evolution

amidst the complex interplay of eastern traditions and western influences addressing an academic audience sullivan contextualizes

chinese art s transition as one of the most significant artistic shifts in modern history where traditional chinese aesthetics encounter

western art forms reshaping china s cultural landscape unlike western art which evolved largely from within chinese art s modern

transformation reflects a dual identity balancing indigenous techniques with foreign influences and tackling themes of modernization

and political ideology this transformation sheds light on the broader global discourse on cultural authenticity adaptation and the

hybridization of artistic practices sullivan s examination reaches beyond the scope of chinese art linking it to a global framework

where east meets west and where abstract principles like those in chinese calligraphy resonate with western abstract expressionists like

pollock and tobey by tracing these convergences sullivan highlights art s role as a vessel of cultural exchange and ideological

negotiation the book captures an age of transition offering scholars a comparative framework for analyzing how global forces shape

national artistic identity with an interdisciplinary approach chinese art in the twentieth century positions itself as essential reading for

those interested in understanding the broader dynamics of cultural transformation and artistic innovation in a rapidly globalizing world

this title is part of uc press s voices revived program which commemorates university of california press s mission to seek out and

cultivate the brightest minds and give them voice reach and impact drawing on a backlist dating to 1893 voices revived makes high

quality peer reviewed scholarship accessible once again using print on demand technology this title was originally published in 1959

an illustrated chronicle of chinese art from the late neolithic period through the twentieth century which discusses artistic reflections of

politics material culture belief systems and more and includes over one hundred color plates eight maps and a time line

chinese characters are as beautiful as they were embellished with meaning learn 300 characters for use in meditation personal art or

design projects

catalog of the first exhibition to consider the remarkable endurance and symbolic resonance of the horse in chinese art history and

philosophy it features almost 30 works including 13 sculptures from the han tang dynasties and hand scrolls hanging scrolls and album

leaves from the tang qing dynasties by examining the tremendous range of equine depictions in chinese art it reveals the horse as an

exceptionally fluid and potent means for the continual construction and reconstruction of chinese identity a figure of enduring

fascination and value given its usefulness both real and symbolic to humankind
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chinese art has experienced its most profound metamorphosis since the early 1950s transforming from humble realism to socialist

realism from revolutionary art to critical realism then avant garde movement and globalized chinese art with a hybrid mix of chinese

philosophy imported but revised marxist ideology and western humanities chinese artists have created an alternative approach after a

great ideological and aesthetic transition in the 1980s toward its own contemporaneity though interacting and intertwining with the art

of rest of the world this book will investigate from the perspective of an activist critic and historian who grew up prior to and

participated in the great transition and then researched and taught the subject the evolution of chinese art in modern and contemporary

times the volume will be a comprehensive and insightful history of the one of the most sophisticated and unparalleled artistic and

cultural phenomena in the modern world

the art of modern china is a long awaited much needed survey the authors combined experience in this field is exceptional in addition

to presenting key arguments for students and arts professionals andrews and shen enliven modern chinese art for all readers the art of

modern china gives just treatment to an expanded field of overlooked artworks that confront the challenges of modernization de nin

deanna lee author of the night banquet a chinese scroll through time

contemporary chinese art  is still  a young field now being opened up to critical  academic research negotiating difference is a

pioneering collection of articles which engage with contemporary chinese art in a global context the contributions collectively address

the urgent methodological question of how to describe contextualize and theorize artworks and artistic processes in and beyond the

people s republic of china since the end of the cultural revolution the studies break new ground as they chalk out the transcultural

entanglements of which art and its practices partake and which they in turn reconfigure the book features 20 essays written by a select

group of international junior and senior scholars engaged in ambitious and methodologically innovative research on contemporary

chinese  art  their  multi  faceted  in  part  interdisciplinary  approaches  are  complemented  by  four  contributions  by  distinguished

practitioners in the field who as art curators and critics are located in china and explore key developments within chinese art and the

changing art scene of the last three decades

at a time when interest in china has never been greater this revised edition of mary tregear s authoritative survey of the chinese visual

arts will be welcomed by art lovers travelers and students alike generously illustrated and eminently readable it covers a wide range of

art expression from sculpture and painting to textiles jewelry and architecture chinese place names and terms have been updated to

current international usage 162 illus 20 in color
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